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INFORMATION DISCXOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants respectfully request 
that the Examiner consider the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 

L Tiineliness, Fees and Certiflcatioiis in lieu of Fees 

This information disclosure statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of the application, or within three months of entry into the national stage, or 
before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. Pursuant to 37 CFR § 
1.97(b), consideration of this information disclosure statement does not require a fee 
or a statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e). However, should the Assistant Commissioner 
determine that a fee is, in fact, due, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 14-1263. 
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II. Copies of Listed References 

This application is a PCT national stage application, all references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in the international search report, and 
PCT/EP2004/014749 indicates that both the international search report and the copies 
of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are in this national stage file. 
Therefore, copies of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are not now 
being supplied. 

III. Concise Statement of Relevance 

This application is a PCT national stage application, all references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in the international search report, and a copy of 
that search report, which indicates the degree of relevance found by the Intemational 
Search Authority, is attached. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this application is respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

NORRK MCLAUGHLIN & MARCUS, P.A. 

By 

M^k D. M^n 
Reg. No. 50,842 
875 Third Avenue 
18* Floor 

New York, New York 10022 
(212) 808-0700 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Document Number 
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Document Number 
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Country 


Class 
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Class 
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AA 


DE 296 1 3 266 


December 1 9. 
1996 


Germany 
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